
Alte Synagoge 



Opening times 
Sun 16.00-18.00 throughout 
the year, and by arrangement; 
in the high season also 
Tues-Sat 11.00-15.00 

Bookings and guided tours 
Guided tours and talks for 
school classes and other groups 
can be provided by arrangement 
(e-mail or phone) 
Information and bookings: 
+49 (0)5707-1378 or 2389 
Admission free - please make a 
donation 

Accounts for donations 
IBAN: 
DE 05 4905 0101 0057 4003 01 
BIC: WELADED1MIN 
Sparkasse Minden-Lübbecke 

or: 
IBAN: 
DE 05 4906 0127 0618 6660 oo 
BIC: GENODEM1MPW 
Volksbank Mindener Land 

Arbeitskreis der NS-Gedenkstatte Petershagen 

How to get to us 
The Market Square in the old 
centre of Petershagen (reached 
via Sparkassenstr. or Kreuzstr.) 
has adequate parking facilities 
for visitors arriving by coach 
(bus) or car. The synagogue is 
a few minutes' walk from the 
Market Square. 

Governing body 
Trägerkreis Ehemalige Synagoge 
Petershagen e.V. 

Permanent exhibition 
"Local and Regional Jewish 
History" 
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m ituated in Goebenstr. (formerly Synagogen
str.), Petershagen Old Synagogue was erected 
in 1845-46 to replace the by then dilapidated 

earlier timber-frame synagogue of 1796 which had 
occupied the same site. The single storey ridged
roof brick building of some 80 sq m stands on a 
sandstone base; the windows on the lang side of 
its rectangular, hall-like prayer room open direct 
onto the street. A single-room synagogue of this 
general shape is already recorded in 1652. 

On November 10, 1938 the synagogue was 
desecrated and its contents and furnishings des
troyed. The building itself remained intact and, like 
the Jewish school next door, was sold early in 1939. 
What followed was a period of varied use - for ex
ample as a storehouse up to and even du ring the 
199os. Listed for conservation as a monument in 
1988, the Former synagogue attracted public inter
est in 1995 and was purchased by the Municipal 
Council in 1998 with a view to making it a centre of 
remembrance with a permanent exhibition . Reno
vations were completed and the building opened 
in 2001. 

In the interior of the building, the form er arrange
ment of bimah, Torah Ark and women's gallery in 
the prayer room can be clearly seen. A bronze 
plaque recalls the murdered Jews of Petershagen. 

Access to the women's gallery and synagogue 
was only from the Jewish school, a timber-frame 

structure probably built at the same time as the 
First synagogue (1796). This has also been listed 
as a monument since 1999. The school was in use 
until 1916; its classroom, which was turned on its 
axis to Face south during alterations in 1878, could 
accommodate up to 24 children. Next to it was the 
teacher's room and the entrance to the mikveh -
a Jewish ritual bath rediscovered in 2008. 

As weil as the ensemble of synagogue, school 
and mikveh, Petershagen has a Former Jewish 
cemetery on Brandhorststr. Known as "Auf dem 
Judenberg", this is also a place of recollection and 
remembrance; there seems to have been a cem
etery there since the 17th century. The Petershagen 
land register records the existence of two Jewish 
cemeteries totalling some 3000 sq m in the town 
until 1939. Today only c. 700 sq m are left, with 
only a single headstone: that of the Block family. 
All other graves have been levelled and the head
stones removed. Between 1943 and 1945, 
victims of the corrective labour camp at Lahde 
were buried in the Jewish cemetery. As early as 
1949 a memorial stone to the victims of the Nation
al Socialist regime was unveiled here. 

The Information and Documentation Centre 
for Local and Regional Jewish history opened in 
the Old Synagogue in 2003. lt contains 9 display 
cases: 



0 No. 1 explains the function and elements of a 
synagogue and its religious services, and 
shows furnishings and cultic objects 

0 Nos. 2-5 present the history of Petershagen's 
Jewish community from the 16th to the 19th 
century - the oldest sources (1548-49) attest 
the presence of two Jews in Petershagen 

0 Nos. 6-8 cover the 2oth century, including 
the Second German Empire (up to 1918), 
the Weimar Republic (192os), and the Third 
Reich (from 1933) with the Pogrom Night of 
November 9-10, 1938 and all its consequen
ces for the Jewish population. In 1866 almest 
half the Jews in the local synagogue district 
(90 out of 198) lived in Petershagen, where 
they represented almost 5% of the total pop
ulation, but in 1933 their number had 
dwindled to 43. 

0 No. 9, which stands in the place of the for-
m er Torah Ark, presents an original Torah 
scroll, prayer books, and a Hannukah meno
rah (9-branched candelabrum), a permanent 
loan from the Mendel-Grundmann Society in 
Vlotho. 

The Jewish cemetery, synagogue, school, mikveh 
and dwelling houses of Petershagen still testify to 
the classical elements and infrastructure of the 
small rural Jewish community, which was a forma
tive influence on the town's history for 400 years 
before it was destroyed by persecution, deportation 
and murder. 

Expressed in its statute of foundation of 1999, 
the goals of Petershagen Old Synagogue Working 
Group are, among other things, to "maintain the 
Old Synagogue and Jewish School", and to "estab
lish and maintain an information and documenta
tion centre". The Group cooperates with the 
municipality of Petershagen; and with many people, 
groups and institutions at the local and regional 
level and beyond. lts activities include staging 
events and providing group guided tours on Peter
shagen's Jewish heritage. Petershagen Municipal 
Council, Petershagen District Council, Minden's 
Society for Christian-Jewish Cooperation, the 
Minden Area Jewish Community, and the Working 
Group together constitute the Governors of Peter
shagen Old Synagogue. D 

Arbeitskreis der NS-Gedenkstätten Petershagen 

Information material: 
Leaflet on background to Petershagen 
Synagogue and the working group 

Publications: 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Alte Synagoge 
Petershagen e. V. (ed.): Alte Synagoge 
Petershagen. Menschen- Spuren - Wege 
(Historisches Jahrbuch Petershagen, vol. 2, 
2002-2004) (Petershagen 2004) · 

Herzig, Arno: Jüdisches Leben in Minden 
und Petershagen (Mindener Beiträge 
des Mindener Geschichtsvereins, vol. 31) 
(Minden 2012) 

79 


